Quist Wiest Neiws

The Newsletter for Camp Quest West

Northern California's worst fire year in
20 years, smoke and air quality
warnings to stay indoors forced Camp
Quest West to cancel their week of
camp this summer. As Freethinkers
with a naturalistic worldview, we know
that while the universe isn't really out
to get us, it also doesn't give a flying
fig about making us happy either. The
only folks who can do that are us.

We've gotten a good lesson in takin'
them thar' lemons and makin' us
some good ol' fashioned lemonade!
Since we couldn't bring the kids to
camp this year, we did our best to
bring camp to the kids. For the first
time ever, Camp Quest West
sponsored Regional Taste of Camp
Quest gatherings. An afternoon for
families to get together, have a little
Evolution Extravaganza, make some
home-made ice cream, eat pizza &
end with a non-fire (no more fires!)
campfire circle full of songs and
stories.

So far, fifteen families have been able
to connect at a Taste of Camp Quest
Afternoon in Irvine, Roseville and Los
Altos. Our next regional gathering in
Portland is coming up on Sept 20. If
you're interested in hosting a regional
gathering in your home this year,
please let us know. They're fabulous.
As one father pointed out, "It's too
bad we had to have a fire to start
doing these, but these should really
be made a tradition." Check out the
photos to see what fun we've been
having!
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Camp Quest West is sponsoring a
Parenting Beyond Belief Seminar with
Dale McGowan, author of Parenting
Beyond Belief in
Los Altos, CA on
Saturday,
October 25,
from noon to
4:00 pm.

You'll meet
other
Freethinking
parents and
discuss strategies for dealing with
such thorny issues as talking about
death, teaching kids about religion
without indoctrinating them, helping
kids learn how be true to themselves
while making friends (and dealing
with rivals) in a religious world.

Cost is $45 per individual or
$75/family. We're limiting this
seminar to 25 families so folks can
have an intimate dialog with Dale.
Camp Quest fun for kids 5+ is
available during the adult discussion.
Kids under 5 are welcome to join the
youth group if an adult family
member accompanies. Registration is
available at www.campquestwest.org
or by calling (650) 949-3192.
Proceeds to benefit 2009 season

We've created a commemorative "Gas
Mask" T-shirt in honor of The Year
that Required a Gas Mask.

Each camper and staffer will be
getting one. We've got 30 extra
shirts. Every donor who donates
$100, either online or by check, to
Camp Quest West this fall will receive
as a gift, one of these special t-shirts
that marks them as a Survivor Donor.
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We've already got a signhed contract
with our host camp for next year. So
mark your calendars now and save
the dates:

e Kids Camp: Sunday, July 12 -

Saturday, July 18
e Family Camp: Thursday, July 16
- Sunday July 19

Registration will open in January.

We're looking for practical, down-to-
earth types to help us make it
happen! We've already got a registrar,
treasurer, webmaster, secretary and
marketing director for 2009. We're
looking for a program director,
newsletter editor, operations assistant
& staffing director.

e Program - looks for interesting
activities for kids & creates
camp schedule

e Operations - bus reservation,
lifeguards, insurance. Checklist
available

e Staffing - interviews volunteer
staff and their references

e Newsletter - puts together
quarterly newsletter to let folks
know what's going on

What skills are required? Must know
how to use a telephone and write an
email. All other skills acquired through
on-the-job training. Our fabulous
Camp Quest West Planning Manual
must be seen to be believed!

About Camp Quest West

Camp Quest West is a summer camp
emphasizing critical thinking for girls
and boys ages 8 to 17. It is affiliated
with NationalCamp Quest (Ohio), the
first secular summer camp for youth
in the history of the United States.
Camp Quest was specifically designed
for children of atheists, agnostics,
freethinkers, humanists, Unitarians, or
whatever terms might be applied to
those who maintain a naturalistic
worldview. We are operating officially
as Atheist Alliance, an IRS 501 (c)(3)
nonprofit organization and can accept
checks under the Camp Quest West
name. Contents © 2008 by Camp
Quest West.
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The Parenting Beyond Belief
SEMINAR
a half-day workshop on parenting without religion

e How does moral development really work?
¢ My mother-in-law wants our kids baptized. How can | respond without causing a rift?
e Howcanleasemyson' s f ears about death without prete
e How can kids learn about religion without being indoctrinated into religion?

Over nine million parents in the U.S. are raising children without religion. The PARENTING BEYOND
BELIEF SEMINAR, a unique half-day workshop with author and educator Dale McGowan, offers
encouragement and practical solutions for secular parenting in a religious world.

Based on the freethinking philosophy of the book Newsweek called “a compelling read,” the
PARENTING BEYOND BELIEF SEMINAR is empowering secular parents across the country to raise
ethical, caring, confident kids without religion.

led by author and educator

DALE McGOWAN

Author of Parenting Beyond Belief and Raising Freethinkers
2008 Harvard Humanist of the Year

SATURDAY OCTOBER 25 | Noon — 4:00pm
50 W Edith Ave #2, Los Altos CA

REGISTER AT www.campquestwest.org

Sponsored by

Concurrent, free Camp Quest fun for kids 5 and up!
Kids under 5 welcome to join the youth group with an adult member of their family.
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